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A REVIEW OF LEGISLATION ENACTED BY THE 85TH 
CONGRESS RELATING TO AGRICULTURE 





The record of the 85th Congress bespeaks a deep interest ir the 
people who till the soil. This Congress handled a greater volume of 
work in behalf of agriculture than any previous Congress. 

The deep concern of the Members of the House of Representatives 
for the well-being of farmers and their families is reflected vividly in 
the records of the House Committee on Agriculture. These records 
show that the Members of the House introduced in this Congress 897 
bills intended to improve the conditions on our farms. 

All these bills, a record number, were referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture. This committee, with its 18 subcommittees, conducted 
543 hearings and study sessions. It heard millions of words of testi- 
mony from farmers, spokesmen for farm organizations, Department 
of Agriculture officials, and from others interested in agricultural 
legislation. 

The committee reported 110 bills. It disposed of all of the 897 
bills it received, approving the best, consolidating the good points of 
others, and rejecting or passing over others. Among those not re- 
porte 1d were a seine of worthy measures that require further study 
before the Congress can act upon them. 

Of the 110 bills reported, 61 became public laws. These public 
laws deal with many of the general problems of farmers. 

However, the accomplishments in behalf of agriculture in this 
Congress were seriously hampered by differences on basic farm prin- 
ciples and objectives, between a majority of the Congress and the 
Secretary of Agriculture. Actions of the Congress in the field of 
agriculture were encumbered by veto, or the constant threat of veto, 
by the President. 

When the 85th Congress convened in January 1957 the flexible 
price-support system, substituted by the 83d Congress for the 90 
percent of parity price supports for major crops, had failed to maintain 
stability in the agricultural economy, and a supplemental program— 
the soil bank—had been instituted. Farm prices. which were at or 
above 100 percent of parity for 11 consecutive years—1942-—52, 
inclusive—had declined to 82 percent of parity in 1956. Farm income 
had fallen sharply while other areas of the economy enjoyed unprece- 
dented prosperity. Farm surpluses were mounting. 

The Committee on Agriculture immediately set to work in an effort 
to turn agriculture again in the direction of a parity position in the 
general economy. Its progress was impeded by lack of harmony 
between the executive branch and the Congress, on farm matters. 

Early in 1958 the Congress passed Senate Joint Resolution 162 
intended to prevent the Secretary of Agriculture from reducing the 
price support levels in 1958 for dairy farmers, wheat producers, and 
for several other crops, and to forestall severe acreage reductions for 
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2 AGRICULTURAL LEGISLATION IN THE 85TH CONGRESS 


cotton and rice producers in 1959. This legislation would have added 
$500 million to $1 billion to farm income in 1958. 

Senate Joint Resolution 162 was vetoed by the President who, in a 
message to the Congress, insisted that the Secretary be given not less, 
but more, authority to reduce the price-support levels for certain 
major crops, as a condition to his approval of any legislation to prevent 
rigorous cuts in cotton and rice production allotments. 

The vetoed measure was intended to “hold the line” until the Con- 
gress could develop new general farm legislation. After long study, 
with the cooperation of general farm organizations and organizations 
representing the various crops, such general farm legislation was 
presented to the House by the committee. It sought to improve the 
income of farmers by dealing with agriculture on a commodity-by- 
commodity program basis. ‘The bill (H. R. 12954) was opposed by 
the Secretary of Agriculture. The House rejected it. 

The Congress subsequently passed a compromise bill—the Agricul- 
tural Act of 1958 (S. 4071 now Public Law 85—-835)—which prevented 
unreasonable cuts in acreage allotments, and, avoiding another Presi- 
dential veto, it gave the Secretary additional authority to reduce 
price supports of cotton, corn, and rice in future years. 

The foundation was laid in the 85th Congress, through the extensive 
studies by the House Committee on Agric ‘ulture, for succeeding 
Congresses to rebuild a sound and effective farm program. 

In addition to dealing with numerous general and special problems 
in agriculture, this 8: 5th C ongress prov: ided the largest appropriations 
in history, for programs relating to agriculture and ‘for consumers who 
depend upon farmers for their food and fiber. 

It appropriated additional funds and improved the machinery for 
disposal of farm products abroad. 

It provided for broader use of our abundant foods among our needy 
people at home. 

It appropriated funds for expansion and improvement of the rural 
electrical and telephone services. 

It extended the program to provide milk for millions of school- 
children. 

Through these and many other enactments in behalf of agriculture, 
the committee and the Congress strove to strengthen the family farm 
and the rural community economic and social order which is an indis- 
pensable source of economic, social, and political vitality in the grow- 
ing Nation. 

This document embraces a summary of provisions of the Agriculture 
Act of 1958, a digest of agricultural bills originating in the House 
Committee on Agric ‘ulture and enacted into law during the Ist and 
2d sessions of the 85th Congress, references to bills, now public laws, 
originating in other committees of the Congress which are ef general 
interest to farmers, vetoed bills, a series of references to the com- 
mittee’s work, and a table setting forth in detail the appropriations 
and loan authorizations relating to agriculture in the 10 most recent 
fiscal years. 


THE AGRICULTURAL ACT OF 1958 
Public Law 85-835-—S. 4071—-Approved by the President, August 28, 1958) 
TITLE I COTTON 


1959 and 1960.—_-For 1959 and 1960, each individual farmer will 
have a choice between (a) bis regular acreage allotment and price 
support as determined under section 101 of the Agricultural Act of 
1949 (except that for the 1959 crop the level of support shall be not 
less than 80 percent of parity) or (6) an increase of not to exceed 40 
percent (the precise percentage to be determined by the Secretary) 
in his regular farm allotment with price support at 15 percent of 
parity lower than the level determined for farmers who elect choice 
(a). Price support to farmers who elect choice (a) will be made 
available through a purchase program. CCC is directed to offer 
cotton for sale for unrestricted use at not less than 10 percent above 
the lower price-support level made available to farmers who elect 
choice (6) (see. 101). 

After 1960.—After 1960, farmers will receive only their regular 
acreage allotment, and price support will be at such level as the 
Secretary determines within the following limits: For 1961, the level 
will be not less than 70 percent and not more than 90 percent of 
parity; after 1961, the level will be not less than 65 percent and not 
more than 90 percent of parity. The escalator clause under which 
the minimum support level is determined on the basis of the supply 
percentage is repealed effective with the 1961 crop. Price support 
for cotton will be based on the average quality of the crop, beginning 
in 1961 (sec. 102). 

Minimum national marketing quota.—The act provides a minimum 
national marketing quota for cotton, after 1960, equal to estimated 
domestic consumption and exports less imports subject to such adjust- 
ment as will assure the maintenance of adequate but not excessive 
stocks, but the Secretary in making such adjustments may not en 
the national marketing quota for any year below the larger of (i) esti- 
mated domestic consumption and exports less 1 million bales or ii) 10 
million bales (sec. 103 (1)). 

Minimum national allotment.—Beginning with the 1959 crop, the 
act provides for a minimum ni ational ac reage allotment for cotton of 
16 million acres (see. 103 (2)) 

Converting national marketing quotas to acreage allotments.—The act 
provides for the use of a 4-vear vield instead of a 5-year yield in con- 
verting the national marketing quota to a national acreage allotment 
(sec. 103 (4)). 

Extra-long-staple cotton.—Beginning with the 1961 crop, the national 
marketing quota for extra-long-staple cotton will be an amount equal 
to the estimated domestic consumption plus exports, less imports, plus 
such additional number of bales as the Secretary determines is neces- 
sary to assure adequate working stocks until cotton from the next 
crop becomes readily available (sec. 103 (3)). 
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Minimum farm allotments.—The act provides for permanent mini- 
mum farm cotton allotments of 10 acres or the 1958 acreage allotment 
established for the farm, whichever is smaller. Three hundred and 
ten thousand acres over and above the national acreage allotment 
are provided for apportionment to the States (1,000 acres to Nevada) 
on the basis of the States’ needs for additional acreage for establishing 
such minimum allotments, and such further acreage as may be neces- 
sary is authorized to be apportioned to the farm to increase each farm 
acreage allotment to the prescribed minimum (sec. 104 (a) (b) 
sec. 105). 

Method of determining farm allotment.—The act authorizes the 
Secretary to use the previous year’s allotment (instead of tillable 
acreage or history) as a basis in making allotments if he determines 
that such action will facilitate effective administration (sec. 106). 

Retention of surrendered acreage in county.—The act provides that 
any cotton acreage which is surrendered shall be retained in the county 
and not surrendered to the State committee so long as any farmer in 
the county desires additional cotton acreage (sec. 107). 

CCC sales restrictions.—Effective August 1, 1961, minimum prices 
for sales of CCC cotton for unrestricted use are increased to 115 
percent of support price plus reasonable carrying charges, except that 
CCC is authorized to sell at the market price a number of bales equal 
to that by which the national marketing quota is less than domestic 
consumption and exports (sec. 109). 

Cotton export program.—The act provides that nothing therein shall 
be construed to affect or modify the cotton export sales program 
provided for in section 203 of the Agricultural Act of 1956 (sec. 110). 

Split grades.—Beginning with the 1959 crop of cotton, the Secretary 
is required to establish separate price-support rates for split grades 
(sec. 111). 

TITLE II—CORN AND FEED GRAINS 


Corn.—The act provides for a referendum to be held among corn 
producers in the commercial corn-producing area to determine which 
of two programs shall be in effect. If a majority of the producers 
favor it, acreage allotments and the commercial corn area will be 
dise ontinued, and price support for corn will be 90 percent of the 
average price received by farmers for the 3 preceding years, but 
not less than 65 percent of parity. If the referendum fails to carry, 
acreage allotments will continue to be in effect, and the minimum 
level of price support will continue to be between 75 percent and 90 
percent of parity on the basis of the supply percentage, as provided 
under section 101 of the Agricultural Act of 1949 (sec. 201). 

Other feed grains: Beginning with the 1959 crop, price support for 
oats, rye, barley, and grain sorghums will be at a level determined by 
the Secretary to be fair and reasonable in relation to the price support 
for corn, taking into consideration the feed value of the commodity in 
relation to corn and the other factors specified in section 401 (b) of 
the Agricultural Act of 1949 (sec. 201). 
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TITLE IlI—RICE 


Acreage allotments.—The minimum national and State acreage 
allotments presently in effect for rice will be extended permanently 
(sec. 301). 

Price support.—The escalator clause under which the minimum sup- 
port level is determined on the basis of the supply percentage is 
repealed effective with the 1959 crop. Beginning with the 1959 crop, 
price support will be at a level determined by the See retary within the 
following limits: For 1959 and 196C, price support will be not less 
than 75 percent and not more than 90 percent of parity; for 1961, 
price support will be not less than 70 percent and not more than 
90 percent of parity; after 1961, price support will be not less than 
65 percent and not more than 90 percent of parity (sec. 302). 


TITLE IV—WOOL 


Extension of Wool Act.—The Wool Act is extended for 3 years until 
March 31, 1962, and provides for the use of 70 percent of the ad 


valorem duties on wool and wool products (in addition to 70 percent 
of the specific duties) (sec. 401). 


TITLE V——-MISCELLANEOUS 


Transfer of acreage allotments.—A uniform procedure is provided for 
transferring the allotment on a farm from which an owner is displaced 
by eminent domain proceedings to other farms owned by the owner 
(sec. 501) 

Equity payments.—CCC is authorized to take over unredeemed col- 
lateral under nonrecourse loans, without making equity payments 

(sec. 502). 

Tung nuts.—The act provides that tung nuts, for which the mini- 
mum price support level is now 60 percent of parity, shall be sup- 
ported at not less than 65 percent of parity in any year in which 
domestic production of tung oil will be less than antic ipated demand 
for such oil (see. 503). 

Armed services milk program.—The special program for making 
dairy products available to the military agencies and veterans’ hos- 
pitals is extended for 3 years until December 31, 1961 (sec. 504). 

Donation of cotton for training program.—CCC is anikeaea to 
donate cotton to educational institutions for use in training students 
in the processing and manufacture of cotton into textiles (sec. 505). 


Note.—The foregoing summary was prepared by the Office of the General Counsel USDA. 








DIGEST OF COMMITTEE BILLS ENACTED INTO LAW 
DURING THE 85TH CONGRESS 


FIRST SESSION 


Public Law 85-13 (S. 323), durum wheat allotments (approved April 2; 
1957) 

Amends section 334 (e) of the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938, 
as amended, so as to increase the farm marketing quotas and acreage 
allotments for the 1957 crop of wheat on farms in designated eligible 
counties in the States of North Dakota, Minnesota, \iontana, South 
Dakota, and California by an amount equal to (1) the difference 
between the 1957 acreage on the farm of classes of wheat other than 
durum wheat (class II) and the original 1957 wheat acreage allotment 
established for the farm or (2) 60 acres, whichever is smaller. Limits 
the extent to which farmers receiving allotments may participate in 
the acreage reserve program for wheat. 


Public Law 85-25 (H. R. 2367), deferred grazing program (approved 
April 25, 1957) 

Authorizes payments to farmers and ranchers on nonfederally 
owned land which is normally used for grazing whenever an area is 
determined by the President to be a major disaster area due to drought. 
Provides payments for deferred grazing to farmers and ranchers at 
rates equal to the fair rental value of the land for the grazing use 
withhe ld, as determined by the Secretary on the basis of ‘the normal 
grazing capacity of the land during periods of adequate precipitation. 
Limits payments to any 1 person in | county, or for a single farming 
unit, to $5,000 for any 1 year. The program is effective ‘for 5 years 
from the date of enactment. 


Public Law 85-28 (S. 812), price supports for extra long staple cotton 
(approved April 25, 1957) (see also P ublic Law 85-497) 

Provides that the level of price support for the 1957 and succeeding 
crops of extra long staple cotton shall be the same percent of the 
parity price as for the 1956 crop. The price support level for the 1956 
crop was 75 percent of parity. 


Public Law 85-86 (S. 1442) Federal Plant Pest Act (approved May 28, 
1957) 


Repeals the Insect Pest Act and the Mollusk Act, amends certain 
provisions of the Mexican Border Act, and clarifies the authorities 
now included in the Plant Quarantine Act by requiring permits for the 
movement of plant pests into or through the United States or from 
one State, Territory, or District of the United States into or through 
any other such State, Territory, or District; providing authority for 
taking emergency action with respect to pests that are new to or not 
theretofore known to be widely prevalent or distributed within and 
throughout the United States; providing for payment of compensation 
for products, articles, means of conve vance, and plant pests destroyed 
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or otherwise disposed of under certain circumstances; authorizing 
regulations deemed necessary to prevent the dissemination of plant 
pests; conferring authority to make necessary inspections to earry 
out its provisions; and by including the words “insect pests, plant 
diseases, and nematodes, such as imported: fire ant, soybean cyst 
nematode, witchweed, spotted alfalfa aphid’’ after the phrase “or to 
prevent or retard the spread of” in subsection (a) of section 102 of 
the Department of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944, as amended. 
Public Law 85-59 (S. 1034) 
June 27, 1957) 
Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to convey to the Unive rsity 
of Missouri, without cost, the real property, together with the build- 
ings and improvements thereon, constituting the USDA Midwest 
Claypan Experiment Station at McCredie, Mo., on condition that 


the property is used in the cooperative agric ultural experimental 
work of the Department and the university. 


, transfer of experiment station (approved 


Public Law 85-92 (H. R. 7259), tobacco price supports (approved July 
10, 1957) 

Provides that beginning with the 1958 crop Virginia fire-cured 
tobacco, type 21, shall be treated as a ‘‘kind”’ of tobacco for marketing 
quota purposes (except in a referendum of growers), and beginning 
with the 1958 crop, the levels of price support for fire-cured, dark air- 
cured and Virginia sun-cured tobacco shall not exceed the higher of 
the levels applicable to the 1957 crop, or 90 percent of parity (the 
price support levels for these kinds of tobacco have been fixed at per- 
centages of the burley loan rate). 


Public Law 85-96 (H. J. Res. 172), sale of extra long staple cotton 
(approved July 10, 1957) 

Provides that 50,000 bales of domestically grown extra long staple 
cotton in the stockpile (including any cotton which does not meet 
current stockpile specifications, established pursuant to the Strategic 
and Critical Materials Stockpiling Act, as amended), shall be with- 
drawn and transferred to the Commodity Credit Corporation for sale 
at not less than the prices at which CCC may sell its stocks under the 
minimum pricing provision of section 407 of the Agricultural Act of 
1949, as amended. Proceeds from such sale, less costs incurred by 
CCC, including administrative expense, as determined by the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture, shall be covered into the Treasury of the United 
States as miscellaneous receipts. 


Public Law 85-98 (S. 45), sale of land to Central, N. Mex. (approved 
July 11, 1957) 

Authorizes and directs the Secretary of Agriculture to sell at market 
value to the village of Central, N. Mex., approximately 58 acres of land 
owned by the U nited States and administered by this Department in 
connection with the Gila National Forest. 


Public Law 85-105 (S. 609), peanut statistics reports (approved July 17, 
1957) 

Amends the act of June 24, 1936, as amended (relating to the collec- 

tion and publication of peanut statistics), to delete the requirement for 


reports from persons owning or operating peanut picking and thresh- 
ing machines. 
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Public Law 85-111 (H. R. 632), crop insurance in Puerto Rico (ap- 
proved July 23, 1957) 

Amends the Federal Crop Insurance Act so as to provide standby 
authority for the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation to provide re- 
insurance on any crop or plantation insurance provided in Puerto 
Rico by a duly authorized agency of Puerto Rico, in the event private 
companies now furnishing the reinsurance should terminate their 
reinsurance contracts. 


Public Law 85-127 (H. R. 6570), marketing of green peanuts (approved 
August 13, 1957) 

Amends the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 so as to revise the 
definition of ‘“‘peanuts’’ to exclude from the allotment and marketing 
quota provisions of the act peanuts which are marketed by the 
producer before drying or removal of moisture either by natural or 
artificial means for consumption exclusively as boiled peanuts. 


Public Law 85-128 (S. 1314), amendments to agricultural trade develop- 
ment and assistance act (approved August 13, 1957; see also Public 
Law 85-931 which also amended this act) 


Public Law 85-128 amended this act as follows: Increased from $3 
billion to $4 billion the maximum amount authorized to be appro- 
priated to reimburse the Commodity Credit Corporation for commodi- 
ties disposed of, and costs incurred, under title I of the act which 
provides for the sale of surplus agricultural commodities for foreign 
currencies. Increased from $500 million to $800 million the limita- 
tion on expenditures under title II of the act which provides for famine 
assistance or other emergency relief abroad. Extended the termina- 
tion dates of both titles 1 and II from June 30, 1957, to June 30, 1958. 
Permitted barter transactions with European satellite nations, and 
use of section 416 authority (sec. 302, Public Law 480) to donate 
commodities in these nations. Provided that up to 25 percent of 
foreign currencies accruing under each title I agreement shall be avail- 
able for loans to private enterprise; such loans can be made to United 
States private firms for general business development and trade ex- 
pansion and to either United States or foreign firms to establish facili- 
ties to expand markets for United States agricultural products. 
Provided that within 60 days after any agreement is entered into for 
the use of any foreign currencies, a full report thereon shall be made 
to the Senate and the House of Representatives and to the Committees 
op Agriculture and Appropriations thereof. 


Public Law 85-172 (S. 1747), Poultry Products Inspection Act (approved 
August 28, 1957) 


Provides for the compulsory inspection by the Department of 
Agriculture for wholesomeness at processing plants of poultry and 
poultry products in commerce, and empowers the Secretary of 
Agriculture, after public hearings, to designate major consuming 
areas for the purpose of extending the provisions of the act to poultry 
and poultry products in such areas. 


Public Law 85-203 (S. 959), wheat acreage allotment exemptions (ap- 
proved August 28, 1957) 


Provides that the Secretary, upon application made pursuant to 
regulations prescribed by him, shall exempt producers from any 
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obligation to pay the penalty on, deliver to the Secretary, or store the 
farm marketing excess with respect to any farm for any crop of wheat 
harvested in 1958 or any subsequent year providing the total acreage 
of wheat on the farm does not exceed 30 acres, none of such crop of 
wheat is removed from the farm except for processing purposes, and 
the entire crop of wheat is used on the farm for seed, human food, or 
feed for livestock. Provides that no acreage in the commercial wheat- 
producing area seeded to wheat for harvest as grain in 1958 or there- 
after in excess of acreage allotments shall be considered in establishing 
future State, county, and farm acreage allotments. Provides for the 
modification of section 114 of the Soil Bank Act to the extent that no 
person shall be eligible for payments or compensation under the soil 
bank program on any farm which is not exempted from marketing 
quota penalities under section 335 (f) of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act of 1938. 


Public Law 85-266 (H. R. 8080), preservation of acreage allotment 
history (approved September 2, 1957) 

Amends section 377 of the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 so 
as to providt that preservation of allotment history acreage shall be 
automatic for any year within the period 1956 to 1959, inclusive, thus 
making it unnecessary for farm operators to notify county committees 
of their desire to preserve allotment history for the years involved. 


Public Law 85-278 (H. R. 8508), election of two county committees in 
certain counties (approved September 2, 1957) 

Provides that there shall be two county committees elected annually 
under the Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act for the 
counties of Otter Tail, Polk, and Saint Louis, in Minnesota, and for 
the county of Pottawattamie, in Iowa, and that the actions heretofore 
and hereafter taken by each of the committees shall be given the same 
effect in the area served by it as is given to the actions of the county 
committee in a county served by a single county committee. 


Public Law 85-282 (H. R. 580) ~— of forest lands in Missourr 
(approved September 4, 195 


Authorizes Missouri to saci to the United States certain lands in 
the State in exchange for not to exceed an equal value of national 
forest lands in the State. 


Public Law 85-312 (H. R. 2486), relief from emergency feed program 
claims (approved Septe mber 7 7, 1957) 

Authorizes CCC, under regulations approved by the Secretary, to 
grant relief to farmers and dealers in connection with claims arising 
out of early and late deliveries under purchase orders for drought 
relief feed issued under the 1954, 1955, and 1956 emergency feed 
programs, by recognizing as valid those purchases and deliveries of 
designated surplus” feed grains and approved mixed feeds, which (a) 
were actually purchased by the farmer from the dealer on or after 
the date the Secretary declared the county, where the purchase order 
was issued, to be eligible for assistance under the emergency feed pro- 
gram, and (6) are found to have been physically delivered to the farmer 
not later than 6 months from the expiration date of the purchase order 
issued to the farmer. 
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Public Law 85-314 (H. R. 7900), sale of land in Ottawa County, Mich. 
(approved September 7, 1957) 

Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to sell, to the highest 
responsible bidder but at not less than the fair market price as deter- 
mined by him, certain land in Ottawa County, Mich., which was 
acquired pursuant to title II] of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant 
Act and is not needed for public purposes. 


SECOND SESSION 

Public Law 85-366 (H. R. 11086), wheat (approved April 4, 1958) 

Changes the method of counting wheat acreage planted in 1958 and 
subsequent years for use in determining future State, county, and farm 
acreage allotments. Modifies existing legislation so as not to adversely 
affect producers who seed an acreage to wheat for harvest as grain for 
1958 in excess of their farm acreage allotments in establishing future 
farm allotments by allowing each producer, complier and noncomplier 
alike, credit for 1958 wheat acreage equal to their farm base acreage 
of wheat. Retains the effect of Public Law 85-203 with respect to 
wheat acreage credit for 1958 to be used in the establishment of future 
State and county acreage allotments. Permits Public Law 85-203 to 
become fully effective with respect to wheat acreage State, county, 
and farm acreage allotments, except to permit any producer who seeds 
wheat for harvest as grain in excess of his farm allotment to receive 
credit for an acreage equal to his farm base acreage of wheat if he 
stores or delivers to the Secretary the farm marketing excess. Permits 
the State and county also to receive this credit. Provides that any 
producer who subsequently depletes the stored excess would have his 
acreage credit for the year in which such excess was produced reduced 
to the farm wheat acreage allotment for such year. Provides that 
deductions in farm acreage history resulting from the depletion of 
stored excess wheat would be reflected in the State and county acreage 
history. 


Public Law 85-869 (H. R. 10843), corn allotments (approved April 7, 
1958) 

Amends section 114 of the Soil Bank Act with respect to compliance 
with corn acreage allotments. Provides that no person shall be 
ineligible to receive compensation under an acreage reserve contract 
for 1958 when the corn acreage on the farm exceeds the farm acreage 
allotment for corn, if the county in which such farm is located is 
included in the commercial corn-producing area for the first time in 
1958, and that no person shall be ineligible to receive payments under 
an acreage reserve contract for any year subsequent to 1958 or a 
conservation reserve contract by reason of the fact that the corn 
acreage on the farm exceeds the farm acreage allotment for corn, if 
such contract was entered into prior to January 1 of the first year for 
which the county is included in the commercial corn-producing area. 
These provisions apply only to farms with “‘old farm” corn allotments 
Provides that a contract which has been terminated by the producer 
because the county in which the farm is located was included in the 
commercial corn-producing area for the first time in 1958 and which is 
reinstated shall be deemed to have been entered into as of the original 
date of execution. 


31346—58 & 
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Public Law 85-390 (S. 3120), durum wheat allotments (approved May 
1, 1958) 

Provides a minimum wheat acreage allotment in the Tulelake area, 
California, for 1958 and 1959 of 8,000 acres. Additional acreage made 
available to the area will be in addition to the National, State, and 
county allotments established under existing law and to be appor- 
tioned between Modoc and Siskiyou Counties on the basis of relative 
needs for additional allotments. Additional acreage apportioned to 
each county will be allotted to individual farms on the basis of tillable 
acres, crop-rotation practices, type of soil and topography, and taking 
into account the original allotment for the farm, if any. Increased 
allotments for any farm will be conditioned upon the production of 
durum wheat (class II) on the increased acreage. No farm receiving 
additional allotment will be eligible to participate in wheat acreage 
reserve program, and no wheat produced on farm will be eligible for 
price support. 

Public Law 85-413 (S. 2937), soil bank (approved May 16, 1958) 

Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to compensate producers 
for hardships suffered under the 1956 soil-bank program as a result 
of incorrect information furnished by county committees because of 
mistakes which occurred in putting the program into effect hurriedly. 
Public Law 85-430 (H. R. 6765), cotton reports (approved May 29, 1958) 

Amends existing statutes so as to authorize the Department to issue 
official estimates of acreage planted to cotton, instead of acres of 
cotton in cultivation on July 1, and to remove the prohibition against 
reports on farmers’ intentions to plant cotton. 

Public Law 85-443 (H. R. 8490), rice allotments (approved June 4, 1958) 

(1) Restricts old producer allotments for rice in any State to those 
with production history in that State, (2) prevents any producer or 
farm from becoming an old producer by planting rice without an allot- 
ment or by joining with another producer who has such an allotment, 

3) permits the Secretary to divide a State into two areas for producer- 
based and farm-based allotments, (4) pools allotments of lands 
acquired by agencies through eminent domain and uses such pools to 
establish allotments for the former owners of the land, (5) increases 
the marketing penalty from 50 to 65 percent of parity, and (6) termi- 
nates previous and current quotas at the same time without forgiving 
penalties then due. 


Public Law 85-456 (H. R. 12602), cotton Gcreage allotments transfer 
(1958) in case of natural disasters (approved June 11, 1958) 

Amends the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 so as to permit 
the Secretary to authorize cottongrowers who have been unable to 
plant their cotton because of abnormal weather conditions to move 
such allotments for 1958 to another farm in the same or in an adjoining 
county. 

Public Law 85-464 (H. R. 7953), to facilitate work of the Forest Service 
(approved June 20, 1958) 

Provides authority to raise the limitation on reimbursement to 
owners of rented equipment under verbal agreement for damage to 
the equipment; contract with private parties for pack stock for emer- 
gencies; reimburse the Forest Service employees for loss of personal 
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effects in certain cases; pay costs of transporting employees’ automo- 
biles between points in Alaska; pay costs of transporting from isolated 
locations in cases of emergency; transfer fire-lookout towers and other 
fire-control improvements to States under certain conditions; broaden 
authority to pay for telephones in private residences for official use; 
use certain sums collected as forfeitures or damages from timber pur- 
chases or permittees for purposes related to the forfeiture or damage; 
pay costs of publishing technical articles in scientific publications; and 


increase from $25,000 to $50,000 per year the present limitation for 
purchase of administrative sites. 


Public Law 85-478 (S. 8342), milk (approved July 1, 1958) 

Extends the special milk program for children for 3 years. Provides 
that for each of the 3 fiscal years beginning July 1, 1958, and ending 
June 30, 1961, not to exceed $75 million of CCC funds shall be used to 
increase the consumption of fluid milk by children in nonprofit schools 
of high-school grade and under, and in nonprofit nursery schools, 
child-care centers, settlement houses, summer camps, and similar 
nonprofit institutions devoted to the care and training of children. 
Provides that amounts expended under this act, or under the author- 
ity of prior acts providing for the special milk program for children, 
shall not be considered as amounts expended for the purposes of carry- 
ing out the price-support program. 

Public Law 85—483 (H.R. 12164), surplus foods (approved July 2, 1958) 

Amends the Agricultural Act of 1949 and Public Law 165, 75th 
Congress, so as to provide specific legislative authority for continuing 
the donation of Federal surplus foods to nonprofit summer camps for 
children without regard to the number of such children who are needy. 
Public Law 85-489 (H. R. 11058), tobacco (approved July 2, 1958) 

Amends the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 so as to provide 
that if in any calendar year more than 1 crop of tobacco is grown 
from the same sali ‘co plants or different tobacco plants, and is har- 
vested for marketing from the same acreage of a farm, the acreage 
allotment next established for such farm shall be reduced by an 


amount equivalent to the acreage from which more than 1 crop of 
tobacco has been grown and harvested. 


Public Law 85-497 (H. BR. 11399), cotton (approved July 2, 1958) 

Establishes the price-support level for extra-long-staple cotton at 
a range of 60 to 75 percent of parity, in lieu of the present fixed level 
of 75 percent of parity. 


Public Law 85-509 (S. 2007), grain standards (approved July 11, 1958) 

Amends the Grain Standards Act so as to provide for reimburse- 
ments to the De partme nt by appellants to cover costs incurred for 
overtime, night, and holiday work in connection with the handling of 
appeals on grain inspected at all locations. Collections for this work 


are to be credited to the appropriation available for the administration 
of the act. 


Public Law 85-516 (H. R. 11424), livestock loans (approved July 11, 
1958) 
Extends for 2 years, until July 14, 1961, the authority of the Secre- 
tary to extend or make supplementary advances to present special 
livestock loan borrowers. 
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Putlic Law 85-553 (H. R. 1045), extend conservation program (ACP) 
(approved July 25, 1958) 

Extends for 4 years, until December 31, 1962, the authority of the 
Secretary of Agriculture to administer the agricultural conservation 
program pending the approval of State plans by the Secretary for the 
administration of the program by the States. 


Public Law 85-565 (H. R. 11258) (approved July 28, 1958) 
Land exchange, Redding, Shasta County, Calif. 
Public Law 85-567 (H. R. 10321) (approved July 28, 1258) 


Land exchange, Estes Park administrative site, Roosevelt National 
Forest, Colo. 


Public Law 85-569 (H. R. 12161) forestry (approved July 31, 1958) 

Authorizes the Secretary, upon the request of local governments, 
to designate areas (not to exceed 640 acres) of national forest land, 
x land administered by him under title III of the Bankhead-Jones 
Farm Tenant Act, as townsites. Authorizes him to divide such areas 
into townlots to be offered at public sale to the highest bidder for not 
less than appraised value. Provides that lots offered at a public sale 
for which there is no satisfactory bid may be disposed of at private 
sale for not less than the appraised value; persons occupying such 
lands on which improvements have been constructed by him or his 
predecessor shall be given the opnortunity to purchase the offered 
lands at appraised value; and no more than three townlots may be 
sold to any person or private corporation, firm, or agency. 


Public Law 85-573 (S. 8076), foot-and-mouth disease research (approved 
July 31, 1958) 

Authorizes the carrying or shipment of foot-and-mouth disease virus 
under adequate safeguards of packaging and handling across the 
United States mainland either to or from the Plum Island laboratory. 
Public Law 85-574 (S. 3478), hog serum and virus (approved July 31, 

1958) 

Directs the Secretary to enter into marketing agreements to insure 
the maintenance of an adequate supply of anti-hog-cholera serum and 
hog-cholera virus by changing the dates on which manufacturers each 
year must have a certain amount of their inventory on hand. 

Public Law 85-581 (S. 1939), seeds (approved August 1, 1958) 

Amends the Federal Seed Act so as to require that seed treated to 
control diseases should be labeled to show that it has been treated, 
prohibit false representation with respect to certified seed, permit the 
sale of vegetable seed mixtures which was previously prohibited, 
require recordkeeping with respect to vegetable seed, exempt certain 
shipments from the detailed labeling requirements, add sugar beets 
to the kinds of seed subject to the act, and clarify the intent of the 
present wording with respect to disclaimers or limited warranty state- 
ments. With respect to imported seed, requires labeling of vegetable 
seed as to variety, provides penalties for false labeling, “and provides 
for exemption from the quality requirements of seed imported for 
experimental or plant breeding purposes and seed of American origin 
refused admission into a foreign country. Provides for charging 


importers of seed for the cost of supervision required in connection 
with importations. 
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Public Law 85-632 (S. 3248), land exchange, Pleasant Grove administra- 
tive site, Uinta National Forest, Utah (approved August 14, 1958) 

Public Law 85-633 (S. 3439), Forest Service fire warehouse lot recon- 
veyance to Salt og ae Utah (approved August 14, 1958) 


Public Law 85-639 (S. ), right-of-way, Eagle Creek Intercommunity 
Water Supply eee New Mexico (approved August 14 
1958) 


Public Law 85-649 (S. 1245), right-of-way, Alamogordo, N. Mez. 
(Lincoln National Forest) (approved August 14, 1958) 


Public Law 85-669 (H. R. 6542), land conveyance to town of Dayton, 
Wyo. (approved August 18, 1958) 


Public Law 85-683 (H. R. 13268), four and cornmeal purchase for 
donation (approved August 19, 1958) 

Provides that at any time the Commodity Credit Corporation has 
wheat or corn available for donation, instead of processing all or any 
part of such wheat or corn into flour or meal, it may purchase flour 
or meal for donation. 


Public Law 85-687 (H. R. 11806), land and building conveyance to city 
of Clifton, N. J. (approved August 20, 1958) 
Public Law 85-705 (H. R. 12840), tobacco (approved August 21, 1958) 
Authorizes the Department of Agriculture to combine farm allot- 
ments for Virginia fire-cured and Virginia sun-cured tobacco where 
the same farm has an allotment of each such type, if the producers 
of these types of tobacco voting in a special referendum approve such 
combining of allotments. 
Public Law 85-717 (H. R. 12224), peanuts (approved August 21, 1958) 
Provides that production of peanuts on a farm which has no peanut- 
acreage allotment will not make the farm eligible in subsequent years 
for an allotment as a farm with a history of peanut production; and 
amends the provision in the law permitting any farmer to produce 
up to 1 acre of peanuts without coming under the marketing quota 


provisions, this amendment stipulating that a producer may have an 
interest in only 1 such l-acre exemption. 


Public Law 85-748 (S. 3333) farm loans (approved August 25, 1958) 

Provides additional authority for the Secretary of Agriculture in 
connection with loans for acquisition, enlargement, or improvement 
of farms and for the conservation of soil and water resources thereon 
to make such loans more attractive for investors; facilitates the 
refinancing of such loans on an uninsured basis, with the borrower’s 
consent, and makes such insured loans eligible for investments for 
certain banks. . 


Public Law 85-765 (H. R. 8308), humane slaughter (approved August 27, 
1958) 

This new law establishes for the first time a Federal policy with 
respect to the humane slaughtering of livestock. It does not apply 
to the slaughter of poultry. It directs the Secretary of Agriculture 
to— 


develop and determine methods of slaughter and the handling of livestock in 
connection with slaughter which are practicable with reference to the speed and 
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scope of slaughtering operations and humane with reference to other existing 
methods and then current scientific knowledge. 

The Secretary is directed to make and announce these determinations 
by March 1, 1959. Beginning July 1, 1960, Government agencies 
procuring livestock products may make purchases only from meat- 
packers who comply with the humane slaughter recommendations of 
the Secretary. ‘There are no criminal provisions or penalties in the 
legislation but a meatpacker who misrepresents his processes for pur- 
pose of obtaining a Government order would be subject to the criminal 
penalties provided for making false statements in connection with such 
acontract. Public Law 85-765 specifically provides that slaughtering 
in accordance with the ritual requirements of the Jewish faith or any 
other religious faith that prescribes a method of slaughter is humane 
within the meaning of the act and that nothing in the act shall be 
construed to in any way hinder the religious freedom of any person 
to slaughter livestock in conformity with the practices and require- 
ments of his religion. The act provides for an advisory committee of 
12 members appointed by the Secretary of Agriculture from various 


interested groups to assist him in making his determinations as to the 
humaneness of slaughter methods. 


Public Law 85-779 (H. R. 10360), Mexican farm labor (approved 
August 27, 1958) 


Extends for 2 years, until June 30, 1961, the Mexican farm-labor 
program which authorizes the recruitment and temporary employ- 
ment of agricultural workers from Mexico when adequate numbers 
of domestic workers are not available. 

Public Law 85-788 (H. R. 12494), land exchange (approved August 27, 
1958) 

Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture in selling or agreeing to 
sell to North Carolina certain land-utilization project lands in Caswell 
County, N. C., to permit the State to sell or exchange such lands for 
private Pere under certain conditions. 

Public Law 85-829 (HH. R. 8481), forestry in Hawan (approved August 
28, 1958) 

Extends to Hawaii the provisions of title IV of the Agricultural 
Act of 1956, which authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to coop- 
erate with States by providing technical and financial assistance in 
tree planting and reforestation. 

Public Law 85-8: 


(S. 4071), the Agricultural Act of 1958 (approved 
August 28, 19 


3H 
58S) 


Norre.—Summary of this act given earlier in this digest, page 3. 


Public Law 85-8389 (H. R. 376), futures trading in onions (approved 
August 28, 1958 

Enactment of Public Law 85-839, prohibiting trading in onion 
futures contracts, was the culmination of several years of dissatis- 
faction on the part of onion growers with the effect of the futures 
market on the price of their commodity. For the past several years, 
onion growers have ee the futures market for price gyrations 
which have adversely affected cash onion prices. As a result of this 
dissatisfaction with fut tures trading, Congress enacted Public Law 174 
of the 84th Congress, which became effective on July 26, 1955. 
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That act placed onion futures trading under the jurisdiction and 
regulation of the Commodity Exchange Authority, making onions for 
the first time one of the commodities subject to regulation under the 
Commodity Exchange Act. Following enactment of this law, the 
exchanges dealing in onion futures made certain improvements, and 
the CEA initiated certain procedures designed to check undue specu- 
lative and price activity in onion futures. 

In spite of this surveillance, there was a very substantial price 
movement in onion futures early in 1957, and this led to renewed 
demands for the flat prohibition of onion futures trading. 

Public Law 85-839 is such a prohibition. It makes it a misde- 
meanor to engage in the trading of onion futures contracts, but retains 
onions as one of the commodities under the jurisdiction of the Com- 
modity Exchange Authority, however, and thus will give the CEA 
jurisdiction to move in on any manipulation of the onion cash market. 


Public Law 85-862 (S. 374 ), fore stry (appro ed Septe mber 2. 1958) 

Provides that all Federal lan ds within ne ational-fore ‘st boundaries 
acquired for or in connection with the national forests or placed under 
jurisdiction of the Forest Service for administration substantially in 
accordance with national-forest regulations, policies, or procedures, 
except lands reserved from the public domain or acquired through 
exchange or public-domain land or timber and lands in towns or cities, 
will be subject to the Weeks Act of March 1, 1911, as amended, and 
to laws and regulations applicable to national-forest lands acquired 
thereunder. The status of national-forest lands administered as such 
under the act of June 24, 1954, and which were formerly revested 
Oregon & California Railroad grant lands would not be affected. 
Public Law 85-865 (H. R. 5497), watersheds (approved September 2, 

1958) 

Permits the Secretary of Agriculture to provide for limited Federal 
sharing in the costs of improvements for fish and wildlife development 
under the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act 


Public Law 85-867 (H. R. 12126), livestock diseases (approved Septem- 
ber 2, 1958) 
Extends to wild animals the same prohibition against entry into 
the “a States as domestic animals from any country where 
rinderpe r foot-and-mouth disease exists, except that private and 


public esiiaals ‘al parks may import wild ruminants or swine under 
appropriate s safeguards. 


Public Law 85-909 (H. R. 9020), Amendments to Packers and Stock- 
yards Act ( (approved septe mber 2, 1958) 

After consideration of the subject matter by 3 committees of the 
House and 2 committees of the Senate, Congress enacted Public Law 
85-909 modernizing the Packers and Stockyards Act which was 
reported by the Committee on Agriculture. 

The Packers and Stockyards Act was enacted in 1921 and has not 
been substantially modified since that time. The major effect of 
the very substantial amendments to the act made by Public Law 
85-909 is to bring the act up to date and modernize its provisions to 
bring them into line with present day commercial and economic 
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practice. The new law makes the following major changes in the 
Packers and Stockyards Act: 

(1) Extends the jurisdiction of the Secretary over livestock 
sales to include any interstate commerce in livestock. Under 
previous provisions ‘of the act, the Secretary was responsible for 
maintaining fair and nondiscriminatory trade practices in the 
marketing ‘of livestock only in the larger stockyards. He had 
no jurisdic tion over country buying, local auction sales, or 
stockyards with a selling area of less than 20,000 square feet. 
The amendment to the act removes these limitations and author- 
izes the Department of Agriculture to see that livestock buying 
and selling in interstate commerce is conducted on a fair and 
nondiscriminatory basis, no matter where it occurs. 

(2) Transfers to the jurisdiction of the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion regulatory authority over fair trade practices of meatpackers 
with respect to all their operations except those involving live- 
stock, meats, meat-food products, livestock products in unmanu- 
factured form, poultry, and poultry products. Many meat- 
packers are engaged in producing and merchandising items other 
than those associated with meat and livestock, such as sporting 
goods, fertilizer, margarine, dairy products, and pharmaceuticals. 
The new bill places trade-practice regulation of all these packer 
activities under the FTC, leaving under the Secre tary of Agricul- 
ture only the responsibility for those operations which are direc tly 
related to livestock and poultry. 

(3) Gives the FTC exclusive jurisdiction over trade practices 
of retailers, whether they are classified as packers or not. The 
primary effect of this provision is to bring chainstores and other 
retailers operating on an interstate basis completely within the 
jurisdiction of the FTC. 

(4) It provides that if the FTC finds that, in order to properly 
carry out any investigation of or proceeding for the prevention of, 
any alleged violation at the retail level, it is necessary to carry out 
investigations at the wholesale or packer level, it may do so after 
proper notification to the Secretary of Agriculture. Conversely, 
if the Secretary finds that any such investigation at the packer or 
wholesale level requires investigation also at the retail level, he 
may make such investigation after notification to the FTC. 

The general effect of the revision of the Packers and Stockyards Act 
is to make the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture under the 
act correspond very closely to his jurisdiction under the Meat Inspec- 
tion Act. The latter act has been in effect for many years without 
substantial change, the scope of its jurisdiction is well understood, 
and the scope of the Secret ary’s jurisdiction under the revised Packers 
and Stockyards Act will be substantially the same as under the Meat 
Inspection Act, although dealing with somewhat broader subject 
matter. 
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Public Law 85-931 (S. 3420), extension of Public Law 480, the Agri- 
cultural Trade Development and Assistance Act (extension ap- 
proved September 6, 1958; see also Public Law 85-128, which also 
amended this act) 

Extends Public Law 480, the act authorizing sale of agricultural 
surpluses for foreign currency and the donation overseas of such sur- 
pluses as a relief measure. Public Law 85-931 extends the operative 
period of the act for 1% years, to December 31, 1959. It adds to the 
present uses which may be made of foreign currencies received for 
surpluses a number of additional uses including foreign trade and 
agricultural fairs, acquisition of buildings and facilities for our em- 
bassies and other diplomatic missions, broader participation in foreign 
educational and public health programs, translation and distribution 
of foreign scientific, cultural, and technical books and documents, 
and broader participation in international student exchange activities. 
Public Law 85-931 authorizes disposal of surpluses for foreign cur- 
rencies at the same rate ($1.5 billion per year) as was in effect during 
the last fiscal year and rewrites the permanent barter provisions of the 
act to remove obstacles which the Secretary of Agriculture had felt 
required him to curtail the highly successful barter program carried 
on prior to May 1957, and directs him to again carry on a barter pro- 
gram of substantially that magnitude. 








OTHER LEGISLATION OF GENERAL INTEREST TO 
AGRICULTURE 


Public Law 85-104 (H. R. 6659), Housing Act of 1957 (approved July 
12, 1957) 

Extends and amends laws relating to housing and mortgage credit. 
Authorizes and directs the Housing and Home Finance Administrator 
to make $300,000 available, during each of the fiscal years 1958 and 
1959, for research and study of farm housing in the United States by 
land-grant colleges financed by grants from the Administrator. 


Public Law 85-243 (H. J. Res. 313), National Farm-City Week 
(approved August 31, 1957) 

Designated the week of November 22-28, 1957, as National Farm- 
City Week. Requested the President to issue a proclamation calling 
upon the Department of Agriculture and other agencies and farm 
groups to plan programs for the appropriate observance of that we ek, 


Public Law 85-835 (S. 2920), small business loans due to excessive 
rainfall (approved February 22, 1958) 

Amends the Small Business Act of 1953 so as to authorize the 
Small Business Administration to make disaster loans to small busi- 
nesses in areas which are affected by excessive rainfall; and amends 
the act to authorize such loans in areas “affected by a drought’’ 
rather than ‘‘where a drought is occurring.”’ 


Public Law 85-842 (S. 1552), production of fish on flooded rice acreage 
(approved March 15, 1958) 

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to establish experiment 
stations for the purpose of carrying on a program of research and 
experimentation to determine species of fishes most suitable for cul- 
ture on a commercial basis in shallow reservoirs and flooded rice 
lands: to determine methods for production of fingerling fishes for 
stocking in commercial reservoirs; to develop methods for the control 
of parasites and diseases of brood fishes and of fingerlings prior to 
stocking; to develop economical methods for raising the more desir- 
able species of fishes to a marketable size; to determine, in coopera- 
tion with the Department of Agriculture, the effects of fish-rice 
rotations, including crops other than rice commonly grown on rice 
farms, upon both the fish and other crops; and to develop suitable 
methods for harvesting the fish crop and preparing it for marketing, 
including a study of sport fishing as a means of such harvest. 
Public Law 85-364 (S. 3418), emergency housing for 1958 (approved 

Apru 1, 1958) 

Amends the National Housing Act and the Servicemen’s Read- 
justment Act of 1944 so as to encourage and expedite the construc- 
tion and financing of new housing units to provide immediate eco- 
nomic relief. Amends section 512 of the Servicemen’s s Readjustment 
Act of 1944 to direct the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs, when- 
ever he finds that private capital is not generally available in any 
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rural area or small city or town for the financing of guaranteed loans 
to designate such rural area or small city or town as a ‘“‘housing credit 
shortage area’’ in order to make direct loans and commitments for 
loans for the construction of a dwelling, the purchase of a farm with 
a dwelling, the construction of a farm dwelling on land owned by the 
veteran, or the repair, alteration, and improvement of a farm resi- 
dence or other dwelling owned by the veteran. Such loans may be 
made only upon a finding that the veteran is a satisfactory credit 
risk, that the payments required bear a proper relationship to his 
present and anticipated income, that he is unable to obtain from a 
private lender appropriate housing credit at an interest rate not in 
excess of the amount authorized for guaranteed loans, and that he is 
unable to obtain a loan under the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant 
Act or the Housing Act of 1949. Extends the direct loan program 
for veterans to July 25, 1960. 


Public Law 85-418 (H.R. 2151 
(approved May 19, 1958) 


Amends the Tariff Act of 1930 so as to add, until June 30, 1960, to 
the wools now permitted duty-free importation under bond wools 
finer than 40s but not finer than 46s for use in the manufacture of rugs 
and carpets and certain other products, and to provide that a tolerance 
of not more than 10 percent of wools not finer than 48s may be allowed 
in each bale or package of wools imported as not finer than 46s. 
Extends until January 1, 1959, the date for the submission of the 
United States Tariff Commission report on its comprele sive study 
of tariff classification laws pursuant to section 101 of the 
Simplifications Act of 1954, as amended. 


), free importation of certain coarse wool 


(‘ustoms 


Public Law 85-510 (S. 86), weather modification research (approved 
July 11, 1958) 

Amends the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 so as to author- 
ize the National Science Foundation to initiate and support a program 
of study, research, and evaluation in the field of weather modification, 
giving particular attention to areas that have experienced floods, 
drought, hail, lightning, fog, tornadoes, hurricanes, or other weather 
phenomena, and to report annually to the President and the Congress 
thereon. Provides that the Foundation shall consult with mete- 
orologisis and scientists in private life and with agencies of Govern- 
ment interested in, or affected by, experimental research in the field 
of weather control. Authorizes the conduct of research through con- 
tracts with, or grants to, private or public institutions or agencies, 
including but not limited to cooperative programs with the States. 


Public Law 85-582 (S. 2447), effects of pesticides on fish and wildlife 
(approved August g 1958) 

Authorizes the Secretary of Interior to undertake comprehensive 
studies on the effects of insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, and pesti- 
cides, upon fish and wildlife to determine the amounts, percentages, 
and formulations of such chemicals that are lethal to or injurious to 
fish and wildlife, and the amounts, percentages, mixtures, or formula- 
tions that can be used safely, and thereby prevent losses of fish and 
wildlife from such spraying, dusting, or other treatment. Autherizes 
an annual appropriation of $280,000 to carry out such studies. 
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Public Law 85-624 (H.R. 13188), Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 
(approved August 12, 1958) 

Amends the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act so 
as to provide that when the Secretary of Agriculture approves the 
furnishing of assistance to a local organization in preparing a plan for 
works of 1 improvement he shall notify the Secretary of Interior who 
may make investigations and prepare recommendations concerning the 
conservation end development of wildlife resources aspects of the 
project. Provides that full consideration shall be given to the recom- 
mendations of the Secretary of the Interior regarding wildlife resources 
prior to agreement by the local organization and the Secretary of 
Agriculture on a plan for works of improvement. Provides that the 
report of the Secretary of the Interior, if he so requests, shall accom- 
pany the plan for works of improvement when it is submitted to the 
Secretary of Agriculture for approval or transmitted to the Congress 
through the President. Amends the act of March 10, 1934, so as to 
provide for cooperation between Federal agencies authorized to 
construct or operate water-control projects and the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Department of the Interior, in planning and constructing, 
as a part of Federal water-development projects, facilities necessary 
to protect fish and wildlife resources. Provides that any lands acquired 
for water-development projects by any Federal agency within the 
exterior boundaries of a national forest shall be added to and become 
national forest lands, except when ecquired to cerry out the netional 
migratory bird management program. Continues the authority of the 
Secretary of Agriculture to cooperate with the States or in making 
lands available to the States with respect to the management of wild- 
life and wildlife habitat on lands administered by him. Authorizes 
appropriations to carry out the purposes of the act. 


Public Law 85-734 (H. R. 6701), Tennessee River Basin water-pollution 
control compact (approved August 23, 1956) 

Grants the consent and approval of Congress to the States of 
Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
and Virginia to enter into a compact relating to the water-pollution 
control of the Tennessee River Basin. 


Public Law 85-840 (H. R. 18549), social security amendments of 1958 
(approved . August 2 28, 1958) 

Makes various amendments to the Social Security Act and the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 regarding the social-security program, 
including a general increase in benefits under the Federal old-age, 
survivors, and disability insurance system. 

Public Law 85-857 (H.R. 9700), consolidation of veterans’ benefits laws 
(approved September 2, 1958) 

Consolidates into one act all of the laws administered by the 
Veterans’ Administration, including those relating to loans for the 
purchase of farm homes, farms and equipment, and business property, 
and to education and training benefits, including on-farm training. 
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Public Law 85-883 (S. J. Res. 135), salt water distillation demonstration 
plants (approved September 2, 1958) 

Provides that the Secretary of the Interior shall provide for the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of not less than 5 demon- 
stration plants for the production, from sea water or brackish water, 
of water suitable for agricultural, industrial, municipal, and other 
beneficial consumptive uses. The plants are to be designed to demon- 
strate the reliability, engineering, operating, and economic potentials 
of the sea or brackish water conversion processes, the Secretary is to 
select from among the most promising of the presently known proc- 
esses, and each plant is to demonstrate a different process. Provides 
that 3 of the plants are to be designed for the conversion of sea 
water, 1 to be located on the west coast, 1 on the east coast, and 1 on 
the gulf coast of the United States. The other plants are to be 
designed for the treatment of brackish water, 1 to be located in the 
Northern Great Plains, and | in the Southwest. 


Public Law 85-897 (H. R. 469), Textile Fiber Products Identification 
Act (approved September 2, 1958) 

Provides for the truthful and informative labeling and advertising 
of the fiber content of textile fiber products. Specifies conditions 
under which textile fiber products will be considered as misbranded. 
Provides for the maintenance of fiber content records by manufac- 
turers. Specifies criminal penalties for the misbranding of such 
products. 


Public Law 85-904 (H. J. Res. 546), National Farm-City Week 
(approved Se pte mber 2, 1958) 


Designates the week of November 21-27, 1958, as National Farm- 
City Week. Requests the President to issue a proclamation calling 
upon the Department of Agriculture and other interested agencies, 
institutions, and groups to plan programs for the appropriate observ- 
ance of that week. 








BILLS VETOED OR POCKET VETOED 


Veterans housing in rural areas 
H. R. 4602, to encourage new residential construction for veterans’ 
housing in rural areas and small cities and towns by raising the maxi- 
mum amount in which direct loans may be made from $10,000 to 
$13,500. President issued memorandum of disapproval September 
1957. 
Price support and acreage allotment freeze 


Senate Joint Resolution 162, to provide that the support price for 
any commodity, except tobacco, would not be reduced below the 1957 
level for the marketing year or season beginning in 1958, and that for 
1959 crops the total acreage allotted to any commodity, except to- 
bacco, would not be reduced below the total acreage allotted to each 
commodity for 1957. Vetoed March 31, 1958. 


Importation of wheat for seed 


H. R. 11581, to provide that the importation of wheat for seeding 
purposes which has been treated with poisonous substances or other- 
wise made unfit for human consumption shall be classified as ‘“‘wheat”’ 
and not as ‘‘wheat unfit for human consumption”’ for tariff purposes, 
thus making it subject to a higher tariff duty. Vetoed August 20, 
1958. 
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PRINTED HEARINGS 


A 


ACP Program, Make Permanent. Serial F. 
Acreage Reserve Program in Disaster Areas. Serial CC. 
Aleohol Plant Transfer. Serial ZZ. 

B 


Barter and Stockpiling Under Public Law 480, 83d Congress. Serial EE. 
Bonds for Packers. Serial W, Part 1. 


Cc 


Cattle Purchase. Serial N and Serial W, Part 1. 
Coffee, Crop Reinsurance, Puerto Rico. Serial Y. 
Commission on Country Life. Serial DDD. 
Conservation, Soil and Water Laboratories. serial HHH. 
Corn, Acreage Reserve. H. R. 2872 and H. R. 3011. Serial C. 
Corn. Exempt 38 Counties From Commercial Corn-producing Area. Serial QQ. 
Commodities, Surplus Disposal. Serial kK. 
Cotton: 
Serial E, Part 1: 
Additional Acreage Under Soil Bank Reserve; 
Extra Long Staple Cotton: Price Supports; and Stockpiling; 
General Legislation: 
Light and Heavy Spotted Cotton, Separate Supports and Acreage 
Allotments; 
North Carolina Situation; 
Spotted Cotton, Two Grades for Loan Purposes; 
Upland Cotton Price Supports. 
Serial E, Part 2: 
Compensatory Payments. 
Miscellaneous. Serial MM. 
Penalty for Overplanting. Serial MM, Part 2. 
County Committeemen. Serial HHH. 
Credit, Emergency, In Disaster Areas. Serial VV. 
Crop Reinsurance, Puerto Rico. (Coffee.) Serial Y. 


D 
Dairy Products: 
Milk (Dr. R. W. Bartlett). Serial S. 
Price Supports. Serial OO, Part 1. 
Price Supports and Self-Help Policies. Serial OO, Part*2. 
Dairy Stabilization Board, establish. Serial HHH. 
Desert-Land Entrymen Assistance. Serial F. 
Disease (Animal): 
Anti-Hog Serum and Virus. Serial HHH. 
Inspection. Serial HHH. 
Research. Serial HHH. 
Drought Relief: 
Grazing and Protein Feed Programs. Serial B. 


E 
Erosion Control. (Soil Conservation. Serial BB. 


F 
Family Farms Abroad. Serial GG. 
Family Farm Income Improvement. Serial YY. 
Family Farms Program. Serial LL. 
Farm Labor. Serial CCC. 
Farm Loan Moratorium In Disaster Areas. Serial II. 
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Farm Program, Generai. Serial X. 
Feed Grains: 
Claims Relief. Serial N. 
Program Proposals for Producers. Serial NN and Serial NN, Part 2. 
Fish and Wildlife, Recreational Facilities. Serial W, Part 1. 
Flour and Cornmeal. Purchase by CCC for Donation. Serial JJJ. 
Food Cost Trends. Serial U, Part 1. 
Food Marketing Costs. Serial KK. 
Food Stamp Program. Serial BBB. 
Food Stockpiling. Serial U, Part 3. 
Foot-and-Mouth. Research. Serial HHH. 
Foreign Food Disposal. Serial U, Part 2. 
Forestry: 
Forest Service Administration. Serial HHH. 
Receipts, General Government Use. Serial HHH. 
Reforestation, Hawaii. Serial III. 
Frozen Foods Price Spreads. Serial III. 
Fruit Import Restrictions (Citrus), Dates and Figs. Serial SS. 


G 


Grazing Lands, Inclusion in Soil Bank. Serial N and Serial W, Part I. 
Grain Inspectors. Overtime Payment. Serial HHH. 


H 


Hall of Fame for Agriculture. Serial HHH. 

Hog and Cattle Prices. Serial W, Part 1. 
Hog-Cholera Virus. Serial W, Part 2. Serial HHH. 
Humane Slaughter. Serial L. 


Industrial Uses, Agricultural Produets. Serial V and Serial KKK. 


J 


Jurisdiction Clarification, Secretary of Agriculture. Serial FF. 


L 
Labor, Farm. Serial CCC. 
Laboratories. Soil and Water Research. Serial HHH. 
Land Conveyance: 
Bowie, Md. Serial W, Part 2. 
Clifton, N. J. Serial HHH. 
Dayton, Wyo. Serial HHH. 
Land Sale: 
Ottawa County, Mich. Serial W, Part 2. 
North Carolina. Serial HHH. 
Livestock. (Cattle Purchase.) Serial N. 
Livestock Commission Sales (Not To Be Included Under Packers and Stockyards 
Act). Serial W, Part 1. 
Loans: 
Conservation and Credit Serial F, 
Disaster Areas: 
Moratorium. Serial II. 
(Emergency Credit. Serial VV 
'nsuranc Water Resources Conservation. Serial HHH. 


M 


Marketing Facilities, Perishable Commodities. Serial J. 
Meat Promotion Program, Self-Held. (Checkoff.) Serial M. Serial AAA. 
Mexican Farm Labor. Serial CCC. 
Milk: 
Dr. R. W. Bartlett. Serial 8S. 
Extend and Expand Milk Programs. Serial TT. 


() 
Onions. Serial T. 
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Er 
Packers Bonds. Serial W, Part 1. 
Packers and Stockyards Act, Jurisdiction. Serial FF. 
Peanuts: 
Acreage Allotments and Price Supports. Serial XX. 
Reports Deletion. Serial Z. 
Plant Pests. Serial I. 
Potatoes: 
Grade Labeling. Serial R. 
Futures Trading. Serial EEE. 
Poultry Inspection. Serial G. 
Public Law 480 (83d Cong.): 
Barter and Stockpiling. Serial EE and Serial FFF. 
Commodities Disposal. Serial K. 
“‘Traders.”’ Serial EE. 
Extend Act. Serial FFF. 
Barter and Exchange. Serial FFF. 
Counterpart Funds Use. Serial FFF. 
Sales on Credit. Serial FFF. 
Program Operation. Serial LLL. 


R 


Real Property Conveyance, Sumter County, Fla. Serial HHH. 
Recreational Facilities. Serial F. 
Recreational Facilities, Fish and Wildlife. Serial W, Part 1. 
Research: . 

(See Disease, Animal.) 

(See Industrial Uses.) 

(See Laboratories.) 
Rice: 

Acreage Allotments. Serial DD. 

Export Program, and Acreage. Serial WW. 
Rural Rehabilitation, Colorado. Serial W, Part 1. 
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Seed Labeling. Serial HHH. 
Soil Bank. General. Serial A. 
Soil Conservation: 
Erosion Control. Serial BB. 
Research. Serial HHH. 
Stockpiling, and Barter Under Public Law 480, 88d Congress. Serial EEF. 
Stockpiling, Food. Serial U, Part 3. 
Surplus Commodities Disposal: 
(See Public Law 480, 83d Cong.) 


7. 
Tobacco: 

Acreage Allotments. Serial P. Serial UU and Serial HHH. 

Fire-cured, Dark Air-cured and Virginia Sun-cured. Serial P. 

Flue-cured. Serial H. 

Penalties and Acreage Measurements. Serial O. 

Price Supports On Certain Varieties. Serial JJ. 

Virginia Fire-cured and Sun-cured. Serial P and Serial HHH. 
‘Traders’? Under Public Law 480, 83d Congress. Serial EE. 
Turkeys: 

Orderly Marketing. Serial W, Part 2. 

Turkeys and Turkey Products. Serial GGG. 


W 


Water Laboratories. Research. Serial HHH. 

Watershed Projects. Serial HHH. 

Wheat: 
Acreage Allotments, Price Supports. Serial PP, Parts 1 and 2, 
Durum. Serial D. 
Feed, Seed or Food Use. Serial AA. 
Provided Improved Farm Program. Serial PP, Parts 1 and 2. 
Seeding Purposes, Treated for. Serial PP, Part 1. 

Wool. Serial RR, Parts 1 and 2. 





SPECIAL REPORTS 


Farm Credit Administration (and Federal Farm Credit Board), 1956. Report. 
H. Doc. 19. 

Food Cost Trends. April 15, 1957. Committee print. 

Price Trends and Relationships for Forest Products. (Executive Communication 
906.) June 13, 1957. H. Doc. 195. 

(Commission on Increased Industrial Use of Agricultural Products. Report 
dated June 15, 1957. 8S. Doce. 45.) 

Food for Civilian Survival in Event of War. July 17, 1957. Committee print. 

Trends in Efficiency in Meat Processing and Distribution. March 10, 1958, 
Committee print. 

Government Subsidy Historical Review. June 25, 1958. Committee-print. 
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